
 
Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grades 1 and 2  

Recommendation by Ms. Moshier and Ms. Handfield  
 

Picture Books 
 
If You Ever Want to Bring a Piano to the Beach, Don’t! by Elise Parsley 
Magnolia is a little girl with a big idea, determination, and one very heavy upright piano that she insists on 
taking with her to the beach, but in a series of mishaps, Magnolia quickly learns that a piano does not mix well 
with sand, sun, and seagulls. 
 

Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s Courage Changed Music by Margarita Engle 
Follows a girl in the 1920s as she strives to become a drummer, despite being continually reminded that only 
boys play the drums, and that there has never been a female drummer in Cuba. 
 

The Night Gardener by Terry Fan          Everyone on 
Grimloch Lane enjoys the trees and shrubs clipped into animal masterpieces after dark by the Night Gardener, 
but  William, a lonely boy, spots the artist, follows him, and helps with his special work. 

 
If You Ever Want to Bring A Piano to the Beach, Don’t! by Elise Parsley 
If your mom says to get ready to play at the beach, she means with a boat, or a Frisbee, or a shovel. She is NOT talking about the piano. 
 

 

Nonfiction 
 
Ada’s Violin:  The Story of the Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay by Susan Hood 
A town built on a landfill.  A community need of hope.  A girl with a dream.  A man with a vision.  An ingenious idea. 

 
Follow the Moon Home by Philippe Cousteau 
A book about loggerhead sea turtles, and a girl’s attempt to help save their babies from man-made light 
 
Frog Song by Brenda Z. Guiberson 
Discusses the songs of many different frogs from all parts of the globe. 
 
 

Growth Mindset 
 
When Sophie Thinks She Can’t by Molly Bangs 
When Sophie gets stuck, she feels she isn’t smart.  But their teacher gives them some simple tools and now they want to tackle more! 

 
Mindset Matters by Bryan Smith 



Amelia takes up skateboarding with gusto and feverishly builds a  swing set for her kid brother.  She also discovers that success has many 
definitions..more than she ever imagined. 
 

The Girl Who Never Made Mistakes by Matt Pett and Gary Rubenstein 
Meet Beatrice Bottomwell: a nine-year-old girl who has never (not once!) made a mistake. She never forgets 
her math homework, she never wears mismatched socks, and she ALWAYS wins the yearly talent show at 
school. In fact, Beatrice holds the record of perfection in her hometown, where she is known as The Girl Who 
Never Makes Mistakes. Life for Beatrice is sailing along pretty smoothly until she does the unthinkable�she 
makes her first mistake. And in a very public way! 
 
The Jelly Donut Difference: Sharing Kindness with the World by Maria Dismondy 
Leah and Dexter are brother and sister.  They don’t always get along.  In fact, there are times they can be 
downright mean to each other.  The ooey, gooey jelly donuts in this story are a testament to the power of kindness, caring and generosity.  Find out if 
Leah and Dexter will ever learn to get along!  
 

Favorites and Classics 
 
Honey I Love and Other Love Poems by Eloise Greenfield 
A collection of sixteen poems that speak of love and the joys of everyday life, as experienced by a child.  Titles include "I Look Pretty," "Fun," 
"Riding on the Train," "Harriet Tubman," and "By Myself.  
 
Ling & Ting:  Not Exactly the Same! by Grace Lin 
Ling and Ting are identical twins that people think are exactly the same, but time and again they prove to be different. 
 

George and Martha by James Marshall 
Relates several episodes in the friendship of two hippopotamuses. 
 

Henry and Mudge:  The First Book of Their Adventure by Cynthia Rylant 
Henry, feeling lonely on a street without any other children, finds companionship and love in a big dog named Mudge. 
 
 

Favorite Authors 
 
Mo Willems    Jacqueline Woodson  Anthony Browne 
Eric Carle    Donald Crews   Tomie de Paola 
James Marshall   Jerry Pinkney   Peggy Rathmann 
 



 
Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grades 3 and 4  

recommended by Ms. Moshier and Ms. Handfield 
 

Picture Books 
 
Hana Hashimoto, Sixth Violin by Chieri Uegaki 
With the help of her memories of the time she spent in Japan with her ojiichan, which is a professional violinist, a young girl named Hana practices 
playing her violin for her school talent show.. 
 

Buffalo Music by Tracey E. Fern 
After hunters kill off the buffalo around her Texas ranch, a woman begins raising orphan buffalo calves and eventually ships four members of her 
small herd to Yellowstone National Park, where they form the beginnings of newly thriving buffalo herds. 
 

Chapter Books 
 
A Crooked Kind of Perfect by Linda Urban 
Ten-year-old Zoe Elias, who longs to play the piano but must resign herself to learning the organ, instead, finds that her musicianship has a positive 
impact on her workaholic mother, her jittery father, and her school social life. 
 
Waiting for the Magic by Patricia MacLachlan   
When Papa goes away for a little while, his family tries to cope with the separation by adopting four dogs and 
a cat. 
 

Lulu and the Dog from the Sea by Hilary McKay 
Seven-year-old Lulu and her cousin think their vacation house is the most perfect place ever until they find a 
trouble-prone, stray dog living on the beach. 
 
 
 

Nonfiction 
 

The Camping Trip That Changed America:  Theodore Roosevelt, John Muir and Our National Parks by Barb 
Rosenstock 
Introduces the story of how President Theodore Roosevelt, on a camping trip with naturalist John Muir in Yosemite National Park, decided to support 
the conservation of national parks. 
 

Bricks by Bricks by Charles R. Smith, Jr. 
Constructed brick by brick, the White House was created by human hands, many of them slaves’, whose hard 
labor helped create the symbol of this country, in the story of how the official residence and principal workplace 
of the United States presidents was built.  



 

The Hole Story of the Doughnut by Pat Miller   
In 1843, fourteen-year-old Hanson Gregory left his family home in Rockport, Maine, and set sail as a cabin boy on the schooner Achorn, looking for 
high-stakes adventure on the high seas. Little did he know that a boatload of hungry sailors, coupled with his knack for creative problem-solving, 
would yield one of the world's most prized and beloved pastries. 
 
50 Things You Should Know About American Presidents by Tracey Kelly 
Across 50 bite-sized chunks of information (and generously illustrated with photos, sketches and infographics), all the presidents are covered - from 
the first person to take office, George Washington to Barack Obama. The US political system is clearly explained, with the major changes throughout 
the decades highlighted for easy reference. 
 
 

Biography 
 
The Kid From Diamond Street:  The Extraordinary Story of Baseball Legend Edith 
Houghton by Audrey Vernick 
Beginning in 1922, when Edith Houghton was only ten years old, she tried out  
for a women’s professional baseball team, the Philadelphia Bobbies. Though she was the smallest on the field, soon 
reporters were talking about “The Kid” and her 
incredible skill, and crowds were packing the stands to see her play.  
 
Fur, Fins, and Feathers:  Abraham Dee Bartlett and the Invention of Modern Zoo by 
Cassandre Maxwell 
A biography of Abraham Dee Bartlett and how he helped to invent the modern zoo. 
 
Wangari Maathai:  The Woman Who Planted Millions of Trees by Franck Prevot 
Wangari Maathai received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for her efforts to lead women in a nonviolent struggle to 
bring peace and democracy to Africa through its reforestation.  Her organization planted over thirty million trees in 
thirty years.  This beautiful picture book tells the story of an amazing woman and an inspiring idea. 
 

A Boy Named FDR: How Franklin D. Roosevelt Grew Up to Change America by 
Kathleen Krull 
Focuses on Franklin D. Roosevelt’s childhood years and summarizes his achievements as President. 
 

Growth Mindset 
  
She Persisted by Chelsea Clinton 
Profiles the lives of thirteen American women who have left their mark on U.S. history, including Harriet Tubman, Helen Keller, 
Margaret Chase Smith, and Oprah Winfrey. 
 
Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s Super-Soaking Stream of Inventions by Chris Barton 
A biography of Lonnie Johnson, an engineer at NASA who is best known for inventing the Super Soaker water gun. 



 
Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grade 5 and 6  

recommended by Ms. Moshier and Ms. Handfield  
 

Fiction 
 
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home 
and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand 
Rapids. 
 
Hiding Out at the Pancake Palace by Nan Marino 
When musical prodigy, Elvis Ruby, completely freezes up on television, he is forced to hide out in the Pinelands of 
New Jersey and try to find his way back to the music once again with the help of a new friend. 
 
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in another boy's attempt to save a colony of 
burrowing owls from a proposed construction site. 
 

Nonfiction 
 
Prairie Dog Song:  The Key to Saving North America’s Grasslands by Susan L. Roth and Cindy Trumbore 
Cumulative text based on an old folksong alternating with additional scientific information explores the role of prairie dogs, a keystone species in 
North America’s grasslands, and conservation efforts to restore the balance of plants and animals of the Janos, Mexico, prairie dog complex. 
 
Chasing Cheetahs: The Race to Save Africa’s Fastest Cats by Sy Montgomery 
Provides an account of an expedition mounted by the Cheetah Conservation Fund to the African wilderness in an effort to learn more about the 
endangered cheetah and find ways to keep it from extinction. 

Boy on the Wooden Box:  How the Impossible Became Possible...on Schindler’s List by Leon Leyson 
This, the only memoir published by a former Schindler’s list child, perfectly captures the innocence of a small boy who goes through the unthinkable. 
Leon Leyson (born Leib Lezjon) was only ten years old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. 
With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, 
commandant of Plaszow, the concentration camp outside Krakow. 

Growth Mindset 
 

The Heat is On by Charise Mericle Harper 
The second week of Next Best Junior Chef features family and traditions, as Caroline, Oliver, and Rae, ages eleven to twelve, face more challenges 
and another elimination. 
 
Framed by James Ponti 



In Washington, D.C., twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a consulting detective for the FBI, and his best friend Margaret help thwart the biggest art heist 
in United States history. 
 

The 13-Story Treehouse by Andy Griffiths 
Andy and Terry are trying hard to write their next book but they are constantly distracted by the many animals and special rooms in their thirteen 
story treehouse. 
 
 

Favorites and Classics 
 

The Search for WondLa by Tony DiTerlizzi 
Living in isolation with a robot on what appears to be an alien world populated with bizarre life forms, a twelve-year-old human girl called Eva Nine 
sets out on a journey to find others like her. Features "augmented reality" pages, in which readers with a webcam can access additional information 
about Eva Nine's world. 
 
Coraline by Neil Gaiman 
Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet disturbingly different from her own, where she must challenge a 
gruesome entity in order to save herself, her parents, and the souls of three others. 
 
Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle 
A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. To tell more would rob the reader of the enjoyment of Miss L'Engle's unusual book. 
A Wrinkle in Time, winner of the Newbery Medal in 1963, is the story of the adventures in space and time of Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin 
O'Keefe (athlete, student, and one of the most popular boys in high school).  
 
Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery 
Anne, an eleven-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and 
proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone around her. 
 
 

Recommended Series  
 
 

Percy Jackson & the Olympians series by Rick Riordan 
The Moffats series by Eleanor Estes 
Poppy series by Avi 
The Penderwicks series by Jeanne Birdsall 
Redwall series by Brian Jacques 
43 Old Cemetery Road series by Kate Klise 
 
 


